(D)   WHAT WOULD FREE INDIA DO?
Gandhiji had over and over again said that an orderly with-
drawal would result in a sullen India becoming a friend and
ally. These American friends now explored the implications of
that possible friendship: "Would a free India declare war
against Japan? "
"Free India need not do so. It simply becomes the ally
of the Allied powers, simply out of gratefulness for the pay-
ment of a debt, however overdue. Human nature thanks the
debtor when he discharges the debt."
"How then would this alliance fit in with India's non-
violence? "
"It is a good question. The whole of India is not non-
violent. If the whole of India had been non-violent, there
would have been no need for my appeal to Britain, nor would
there be any fear of a Japanese invasion. But my non-violence
is represented possibly by a hopeless minority, or perhaps by
India's dumb millions who are temperamentally non-violent.
But there too the question may be asked: 'What have they
done?' They have done nothing, I agree; but they may act
when the supreme test comes, or they may not. I have no non-
violence of millions to present to Britain, and what we have
has been discounted by the British as non-violence of the weak.
And so all I have done is to make this appeal on the strength
of bare inherent justice, so that it might find an echo in the
British heart. It is made from a moral plane, and even as they
do not hesitate to act desperately in the physical field and take
grave risk, let them for once act desperately on the moral field
and declare that India is independent today, irrespective of
India's demand."
*                      *                    *
(Harijan, June 14, 1942, p. 187)
(E)   A CHALLENGE
*                           *                        *
The fact is that non-violence does not work in the same
way as violence. It works in the opposite way. An armed man
naturally relies upon his arms. A man who is intentionally
* unarmed relies upon the unseen force called God by poets, but
called the unknown by scientists. But that which is unknown
is not necessarily non-existent. God is the Force among all
forces known and unknown. Non-violence without reliance
upon that Force is poor stuff to be thrown in the dust.
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